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Southeast Asia: Past and Present offers a balanced and readable account of the region from

ancient to modern times, covering traditional history as well as current events. D. R. SarDesai

avoids overemphasizing the importance of the period of European colonial rule as he introduces us

to the regions and peoples of Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, Brunei, Singapore, Indonesia, East

Timor, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, and the Philippines. Readers will find insightful introductions and

chronologies at the beginning of each part to aid in understanding the global and political

implications of the events discussed.The seventh edition is thoroughly updated to offer coverage of

current events, including the historic 2012 elections in Myanmar and Aung San Suu Kyi's successful

bid for election to the Parliament, the rise of Yingluck Shinawartra to the position of prime minister of

neighboring Thailand, and the consolidation of the ASEAN and its consideration of China's claim to

the South China Sea. Combining thematic and chronological approaches with the study of

colonialism, nationalism, historical and cultural heritage, and current events, Southeast Asia

manages to convey an Asian point of view throughout.
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"Quite frankly, there is no textbook on the market today that compares in depth, acumen, currency,

and readability"&#151;Arnold P. Kaminsky, California State University, Long Beach"The seventh

edition of D.R. SarDesai&#39;s Southeast Asia . . . is an ambitious and updated study that gives the

reader a sweeping and informative view of the history of the region. . . . For students of Southeast

Asian history, this text offers a solid introduction to the region while providing an ample base from



which to leap into more specific issues using the book&#39;s considerable bibliography."

--Education About AsiaPraise for Previous Editions:"SarDesai&#39;sÃ‚Â Southeast Asia provides

what most books on the region&#39;s history do not&#151;a concise, comprehensive, and

up-to-dateÃ‚Â study of the major historical developments in Southeast AsiaÃ‚Â from ancient times

to 2008. It is also different in that it traces the history of all eleven Southeast Asian nations, conveys

the region&#39;s complexity and diversity, and includes chronological charts. With its contents

succinctly divided into four main parts, to cover Cultural Heritage, Colonial Interlude, Nationalist

Response, and Fruits of Freedom, the book is especially useful for survey courses on Southeast

Asian history."&#151;Pamela Sodhy, Georgetown University"SarDesai provides the most

comprehensive and complete, yet organized and accessible, single volume history for students of

Southeast Asia. Tackling both Southeast Asia&#39;s fascinating diversity and its deep cultural and

material coherence, the author skillfully places the various national narratives into a clear regional

analysis. This excellent work covers the region from the pre-historic origins of complex society and

early state formation to the current threat of international terrorism and other challenges of the early

21st century. SarDesai excels in balancing his focus between Southeast Asia&#39;s indigenous

historical development and the waves of foreign cultural, economic, colonial, military, and

ideological interventions that have shaped the region over the centuries."&#151;Michael G. Vann,

California State University, Sacramento

D. R. SarDesai is professor emeritus of history and the former chair of South and Southeast Asian

Studies at UCLA. He was also Chair of the Department of History, UCLA, and Director of the

University of California's Education Abroad Program in New Delhi.

It is a good and well-ordered description of historical facts, social, political and economic factors that

have affected the evolution of the countries in this area.As a frequent traveler to it has allowed me to

know the most outstanding in each of the areas and as facts and because there are common

elements and influences in all countries of Southeast Asia.

Great book!!!.

I read it during my travelling through vietnam, cambodia and thailand (I was first time in that region)

and it help me to understand better a lot of things in those countries.
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